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diligently following their tenets, pondering, urging objections, raising
doubts, resolving them, giving etymologies, disputing, studying, and
explaining, and all gathered here as his disciples, Even some monkeys
who bad fled to the "three Refuges" were gravely performing the
ritual of the caitya, while some of the devout parrots, skilled in the
Sakya sdstras, were explaining the Ko$at and some mamas, who had
obtained calm by the exposition of the duties of the monastery life
(siksapadas) were giving lectures on the law, and some owls, who
had gained insight by listening to the ceaseless round of instruction,
were muttering the various births of the Bodhisattva, and even some
tigers waited in attendance who had given up eating flesh under the
calming influence of Buddhist teaching, while the fact that some
young lions sat undisturbed near his seat shewed at once what a
great sage he was, as he thus sat as it were on a natural lion-
throne."1 From this very interesting account of what was an
apparently open-air resort of the Buddhist monk Divakaramitra, it
may be seen that this monastery was in a secluded and silent place
which was well-suited for meditation and discussion of religious
topics. What is more interesting is that this was a type of
cosmopolitan monastery, where the followers of several creeds came
together with the sole object of discussion, study and explanation.
But, as Bana carefully observes, there was no obligation for all of
these who met there to follow only the Buddhist creed, because the
head of this monastery was clearly a Buddhist, while all were
diligently following their own tenets and were attempting to clarify
their own doubts. The atmosphere which prevailed in that insti-
tution appears to have been decidedly cosmopolitan in the sense that
a Buddhist monk accepted as his disciples people who professed so
many creeds, and yet permitted them the privilege of adhering to
their own individual beliefs and convictions. But it is highly
doubtful whether the birds and beasts which are said to have
gathered in such a docile and ideal way about this monk, ever
really played such a part; and for all the historical sense which
Bana really displays in his work, this domestication of tigers and
lions may be characterised as fantastic, although there may have
been some birds and beasts which were kept as pets in the monastery
of Divakaramitra.

It has also been recorded by Bana that this Divakaramitra was
a convert to Buddhism, He seems to have been a follower of the
Maitrayaniya Sakha and the boy-friend of the Maukhari prince
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